reformers, who took part in the Indian National Congress and in social reform
movements.

Early in the 20th century, a movement began for the indigenisation of Indian
Christianity, led by Syrian Orthodox priests in Kerala, Sadhu Sundar Singh (a convert
from Sikhism) in the Punjab, and (after independence) by catholic priests influenced
by the Papal Encyclicals of Pope John XXII. Another trend in post-independence
India is the rise of Dalit theology, spearheaded by Christians of "untouchable" origin
and influenced by the liberation theology of Latin America.

It is a remarkable testimony to the resilence of the Christian tradition in India that
one of the first United churches in the world - if not the very first - was the Church of
South India, inaugurated in 1947. This was followed by the Church of North India,
inaugurated in 1971. These church unions brought together most of the existing
Protestant sects, from Baptists and Methodists to Anglicans. The impetus of these
major events needs to be carried further by bringing together (in ecumenical dialogue
and, ultimately, unity) the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. The time is ripe
for this, after the Papal acceptance of inter-faith dialogue and the liberal movements
in the Roman Catholic church.

ISLAM

Islam originated from the preachings of Prophet Muhammad who was born in
570 A.D. in Arabia, and it is based on the revelations of God to the Prophet through
the medium of the angel Gabriel during a long period of 23 years. Holy Koran is the
record of these revelations. H.A.R. Gibb says in his book, Islam at page 24:
"Muhammad's own belief, which is still held without question by his followers, was
that these discourses were portions of a 'Heavenly Book1 sent down to or upon
Muhammad in an Arabic version, not as a whole but in sections of manageable
length and in relation to the circumstances of the moment". When the Prophet
repeated the verses to his Companions, they learnt them by heart, while some of
them wrote the verses on stone, parchment, ribs of camels and pieces of leather.
Attempts to compile the revelations systematically and arrange them in a book form
were started soon after the death of the Prophet in 632 A.D.

According to Syed Anwar Ali (Quran: The Fundamental Law of Human Life, Vol
1., Hamdard Foundation Press, Karachi, 1987), Abu Bakr, the first Caliph (632-634
AD) ordered Ziad Ibn Sabit, the scribe of the Prophet to compile the Koran, as he
and Umar, another companion (who later became the second Caliph) felt, after the
battle of Yamamah (Syria), that with the death of "a great many readers of the Quran",
"much will be lost from the Quran because every person remembers something of
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